SCA31 is rare in the Chinese population on Taiwan.
Spinocerebellar ataxia (SCA) is a clinically, pathologically, and genetically heterogeneous group of dominantly inherited neurodegenerative disorders. SCA31 has recently been reported to be associated with a complex penta-nucleotide (TGGAA)n repeat insertion in the introns of TK2 and BEAN. In this study we excluded SCA31 mutation from 119 unrelated patients with molecularly unassigned hereditary cerebellar ataxia, out of 512 pedigrees, after mutations in SCA1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 17, and dentatorubral-pallidoluysian atrophy (DRPLA) had been excluded. Our data indicate that SCA31 is absent or rare in the Chinese population on Taiwan.